EORGE Sheldon
was an honest and
fndustriovs young
man, Ingenlous
and possessed of a
good education, he
had acquired high
excellence In  the
practise of the en-
graver's art,

In the winter of 1869 and ‘70 he
was employed to do government plate
work by a lurge bank note engraving
company in the clty of New York. Al
though eonservative in many things,
he was fond of display In dress and
the enjoyment of high living. He took
hig dinners at a fashionable uptown
restaurant. In the course of time he
noticed that a seat on the opposite
slde of the table at which he usually |
dined was regularly occupled by &
genteel appearing middle-aged man.

One day when there chanced to be
no other persons sitting near, the
stranger remarked that they ought to
become better acquainted with each
other, He then led the conversation
In & manner to draw from Sheldon bis
name and business. When he learned
that he was an engraver in the employ |
of a bank note company, he affected |
great surprise

“An engraver? Indeed. Well, 1 am
glad to know it. 1 want some work
done In that line, but 1 was not cer
taln where to apply. | am very par
teular about It, and would be willing
to pay well for a good Job”

“What is the subject?" Sheldon In
quired.

*This,” eald the stranger, as he
handed out the photograph of a pretty
female face. “If It was nicely done
what would It cost?

“That depends on
the work., Anywhere
200"
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eilll with the graver plodding along
in thia way when vyou tld  easlly
make your fortune in a short time lll
you wers so dlsposed.”

“"How could 1t be done?” |

“By meking plates for bonds and
money, You engrave the plates for
certaln persons. They pay big
money. You have nothing to do with
the use they are put to.”

This man who was adroftly tempting
young Sheldon was the procurer, or
to be more expliclt, the caplitalist of
one of the most dangerous gangs of
countorfelters ever organized in this
country., To Sheldon he was Mr, De
voe, but this was only one of the
many names by which he was known
to the different persons employed by
him. He was the autocrat of all the
countarfelters and forgers of hlg day,
and one of the few eriminals that es-
caped physical punishment for thelr
many misdeeds. He was discovered
by the officers In the latter days of his
life and It was a close race between
them and the devil, The latter won.
Devoe was a gifted manipulator of
men, and he was successful In crazing
foung Sheldon's mind with vislons of
great riches. Sheldon quit the em-
ploy of the bank note company, and
following Devoe's ndvice took lodgiugs
at o house where the people were not
Inquisitive In regard to his business

In the summer of 1871 & counterfelt
$10 tressury note made Its appearance
In moet of the groat clties of the coun-
iry. To the untralned eye the note
wius n good facsimlle of the genulne,
The lettering, the seal, the vignette
and everything about it, except the ec.
centric lathe work, were quite perfect,
but It was not difficult to discover by
the use of a magnifying glass that the
fine lattice llnes were irregular. In
the genuine these lines are made by
machinery so perfect that It is fmpos
sible to Imitate them by hand. A
counterfeit note even to the practised
eye may appear all right at a casual
‘glance, but s base nature can be
cordlly discovered by a careful exam-
Inx lon of its eccentrie lathe work

The note of which | speak was an
excellent imitatlon, but It was early
dlscoverad and its circulation checked,
Al this time the branch ofice of the
government secret service of New
York was being almost dally visited by
persons offering information In regard
to th. varlous crimes agalnst the gov-
ernment. There were many secrets,
suspleions and surmises offered for
siale at prices ranging from one hun-
dred to a milllon dollars. The greater
part of the Informers were anxious to
toncek] thelr ldentity

Un oue particular oceasion my office
was vislied by a genteel appearing |
young woman. She camne Into the maln
office and requested a private Inter-
view with the chief, She was care
Willy velled and cautious In her man-
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ner. Her interview with me appeared
to be more for the purpose of obtaln-
Ing Information than giving it. In the
course of her conversation eshe In-
quired as to the disposition of persons
arrested for counterfeiting and the re-
sults of confessions, ete. She hinted
of u counterfelting scheme, but she
elther did not know or was unwilling
to give any definite Information. |
Nunully drew from her that she might
be ahble to find out something that
would be of serviee to the government
The conclusion | came to was that
some cf her famlly were In some way
connceted with counterfeiting and that
she was seeking a way to check thelr
operations and at the same time save
1 guestioned
her earefully but was unable to gather
sufficlent Information to lead to any-
thing tangible. 1 thought there was
something worth looking after, but
dld not know just how to get at it
When she left my office she was fol-
lowed by a detective, but the oficer
Was unable to shadow her without
Elving himself away, as she repeated-
ly turned arouud and looked about as
though she suspected she was belng
followed, and the detective finally lost
slght of her.

Some weeks after this [ recelved an

anonymous note couched In somewhat

Ingular terms. It was in a fine fe-
nile hand and read as follows:
‘To the Chief of the Govl
Service, 66 Bleeker 8t
Belleving that confidential communi-
catlons may be addressed to you with-
out fear of exposure, [ have deter-
mined to glve you information that 1

Secret

front door and put his ear to the key-
hole, He heard the ellcking and was
poclties that It was a printing press in
operation. For a time | was undeter
mined just what course to pursue, |
finully concluded to employ a ruse to
get into the house and learn what was
golng on.  An excuse that was thought
1o be better than no excuse at ull was
Invented to be offered in case of fall
ure, It was known that the doors of
the house were kopt securely fastened
und that any person ringing the door
bell would be sighted and refused ad-
mittanee,

The plan to overcome this difficulty
wag slinple but effective. It was about
the middle of the day when a light
spring wagon containing a trunk was
backed up to the front door of the
Rhetschlag house, Two men dressed
as laborers took the trunk out of the
wagon and carrled it up the steps
clods to the door. The bell was rung.
Soon there was an eye at the peep-
hole. The person thinking that the ex-
pressman bhad made a mistake in the
house threw open the door to explain,
The trunk was quickly thrust across
the threshold and the two expressmen
sprang into the hall, Two other detec-
tives that had been hovering near
were ulso admitted. Almost at the first
glance [ discovered that the young
woman tending the door was the one
that had called at the secret service
office and vaguely hinted of a great
counterfeiting scheme. I think the |
recognition was mutual. She bowed
siightly in a half welcoming way as
she pluced her hand upon the stalr
rall. An elderly man at this moment
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am sure will be valuable, This brief
note may form an important leaf in
the history of a Iife begun in the love-
light of a fond home and endearing as-
soclations to end in a felon's cell, pos-
sibly In a felon's grave. To demon-
ftrate the truth of what | say, go to
No, —— —— St., and examine for
yourself ™

It was a house that had long been
consldered undesirable, and located
upon n fashlonable street, that was
thus brought to my attention. It was
only n weak susplclon, but yet 1
thought It sufficiently polnted to war
rant an investigation It was soon
learned that this house was occupled
by an elderly gentleman. annarently a
Russian or German, a tall young man
of (wenty-five or thereabouts, and a
rather comely appearing young woms
an. In their coming and going they
appeared much llke other people. This
particular house, however, had long
been polnted out and stared at because
of a great crime that had once been
committed within Its walls,

The Rhetschlags, as they were
known, were a very secluded family.
No onc seemed to know where they
came from or by what means they
carned their livelthood. [t was rare
that any person had been seen to en-
ter thelr door during the day time
While the detectives were on watch
1 young man of prepossessing appear
ance called at the house on two occa-
slons In the evening, remaining a
short time. When he left he carried
a small bundle. It was also learned
from the people on the other side of
the wall that strange nolses had been
heard late at nlght There was a
clieking and Jarring sound as of
some one pounding upon the floor with
a heavy Instrument. The neighbors
thought there might be something
wrong, and that was all the thought
they gave to the matter. Each night
a bright light was seen gleaming from
an upper window, and the shadows of
persons moving to and fro were cast
upon the closelydrawn window shade.

The detectlve had slipped up to the |

s Sy o
B~ | S~
gy 1T |

1‘

cmammfa roewseol
OE/ZED i B THE
THROAT

stepped into the hall from a side room
He had probably been taking a nap
from which he was suddenly roused.
I eaught a glimpse of a plece of paper
as he swiftly put It In his mouth.
Springing forward I selzed him by the
throat. The young woman came to my |
asslstarce. She put her hand to the
old man's lips and sald: “Spel ¢s aus, |
vater! Spel es aus, vater!”

He yielded and she handed me a bit
of closely folded paper. On it was
written: *“1 will bring
nine this evenhug —Sheldon.™

The old man was placed In charge |
of one of the ofMicers. The young wom- |
an now accompanied us upstalrs and
led ue to a door that was locked
The key was turned from the inside,
An entrance was demanded, but there
was ne response,  Dellberating n few
moments, the officers rushed ug:\il"‘-l|
the door and burst it open. We found
a4 young man in the room, There was
a printing press, a quantity of print
ar's Ink, & long table, a couple
chalre and a stove. But there was not |
a scrap of paper in sight, nor anything
to ehow that counterfeiting was being
carried on. There was plenty of sus-
picion, but we were unable to find evi-
dence to warrant a convictlon. One
of the detectives chanced to put his
hand on the stove. It wag hot On
looking Inslde we discovered that a |
considerable amount of paper had been
recently burned. A systematie search
of the premises was now began. Every |
nook srd corner of the house was ex- |
amined. We tore up the carpet and |
pried up the weak places In the floor
Every plece of furniture and every rag
of clothes was searched. The detec.
tives crawled under the roof and on
top of it. They looked down the chim-
neys, Nothiug of an Ineriminating na-
fure was found,

The oid man wouldn't talk. He shut
his mouth tightly and shook his head
to every question asked. and the
young man was dumb as an oyster.
While the woman did not appear to be |
anxious to conceal anything from us,l
she sald she was quite unable to ren |
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dar any further assistance. We were
ibout to give up In despair and leave
he house when one of the detectives,
nore susplclous and hopeful than any
of the others, remarked: “There la
nly one place left. Let ull try that
mnging lamp.*

Taking It down, we unscrewed the
‘op. Here to our great rellef we
ound several thousand dollars In
rounterfeit §10 bills. They were newly
winted, The old man now broke down
‘nd the woman began to ery. Sae sald
he bad been working under orders
rom her father, but knew llttle of
what was golng on. She was sure that
ounterfelt money was being made
here, but she did not know what was
lone with it, She was also awnre that
fer lover was mixed up In the schemae,
she was between the devil and the
deep sea and was at a  loss what
‘ourse to take, but had finally con
‘luded to become an Informer,

| was satlsfied I had obtained the
bottom facts so far as the woman was
oticerned and that Sheldon, who was
xpecied there that evening,

bring the back of the counterfeit The

{ather and brother had been doing the |

printing. If the old man now told me
the truth, they had never been en-
guged In selling or pasging the bogus
stuff. They were not trusted with
both of the counterfelt $10 plates at
the same time. When the face of the
note was finlshed the plate for print
Ing the back was brought and the face
plate tuken away. Sheldon was the
man that brought the plates and took
away the counterfeits. The young
woman had assisted in these opera-
tions to a certain extent, but she had
been doing this under pressure.
bad now Informed the officers and
chanced the result,

) - |
The door bell was rung promptly at

nine o'clock sand Sheldon was admit
ted. When he was confronted with
the situation, he wiited and staggered
10 4 seat,
paralyzed with blank despalr.
woman threw her arms about him and
pleaded with him to tell the truth. He
now became greatly excited and de
clared In a trembling volee that he
would maoke a clean breast of the
whole affalr and take what was coming
to him. [ Hstened to the recital of his
story, It was the counterpart of the
others. He hoped for wealth and a
life of eage. It was an unhealthy long-
ing, but the opportunity was so plaus-
fbly presented to him by the olly-
tongued Devoe that he sacrificed his
manhood and ylelded to the tempter
Onece within the hypnotie influence of
thls great procurer he was compelled
to do hiz bidding. Now that he knew

the worst he felt relleved Vith a curl
of hie Ulp and asudden elevation of his
head his eves met mine as he gave me
his promise to surrender the -Lu.?-fr-."-

el

iates and to ald the
by every
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his power.

All clagses of confedarated criminals
| fear the squealer more than they do
the dotectives. In fact, It would bhe
quite fmpossible to destroy a well-on

means within

-ganized gang of counterfelters without

using one man agnainst the other. For
this reason [ never hesitated while
chief of the government secret service
to act upon my own judgment We ar
rested the counterfelters without proe-
ess of law, and used them to the best
poseible advantage to the government
The records of the secret service of
the treasury department, will, if ex-
amined, show that the system of using
one counterfelter against another was
successful. When a confederate who
has for years been assoclated with
others in crime, is made to confess
and assist the government, he Is more

dreaded by hls assoclates than any

other force that can be employed.

Counterfelting combines the worst
features of fraud Interwoven with the
most cunningly devised modes of es
cape. The confederate 1s better
booked and more fully equipped to un-
dertake the unearthing of a gang of
counterfeiters than the best trained
detective.

I mention these facts that the read.
er mayv better understand the object
1 had In view in this case as in most
others. Young Rhetschlag plead
gullty and was sentenced to the peni
tentlary. His father was old and fee
ble. Upon his promise that he would
never again engage in counterfelting,

I paroled him. The young woman had |

endered good service and | did not
attempt to hold her or to use her as
a.witness, Sheldon made Iimportant
disclosures that enabled me to arrest
gsevernl dangerous counterfelters. He
was weak and easily persuaded, but
after using him on the witness stand
aganinst his confederates 1 did not
think him dangerous to go &t large.
The bapk note company was only too
glad to employ him notwithstanding
the fact he had been engaged In coun-
terfelting. Besldes, Miss Rhetschlag,
who had been so prominent In assist-
ing In Lringing young Sheldon upon
and putting
him in & way to redeem himself, was
anxious to marry him. The consumma-
tion of this | made as one of the con-
ditions of his release, It might have
peen a Hitle out of osder, but it turned
out all right. A wedding soon folk
lowed

| some time afterward recelved from
Mr. Poutwell, the secretary of the
treasury, a letter saying that he had
been informed that a certaln engra-
ving company doing government work,
had In its employ a dangerous coun-
terfeiter named Sheldon. and sug-
gested that [ attend to this matter at
once. In reply to the secretary's let-
ter | gave him a detalled account of
the capture and release of Sheldon,
together with my reasons [or
same, My course met the secretary’s
approval, in fact I was commended for
it So far as | know Sheldon has
since led an honest lUfe. If he has
ever vioiated the pledge he gave me,
I have pot heard of It
(Copyright, by W, G. Chapman )
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ECCLESIASTICAL STYLES AND
THE CLOCHE HAT.

| Paris Takes Millinery Inspiration

From Bishop’s Cap or Mitre—

Means Creater Number of
Small Hats—Thanks.

Paris selzed upon the fidea of He-
boux, who was among the first, if not
the first, of the great designers who
borrowed & millinery Inspiration from
the church. And the Reboux word Is
law: there {3 no going behind that

| Bome whisperings as to the good

| 2

taste of ecopying the bishop's eap or
the mitre for the head of frivolous
beauties mny have bheen passed
around, but they falled to disturb the
clever designers, busy with the new
ldeas, or the popularity of her pro-
ductions.

The ecclesinstical colors—"prelat,”
“eveque” and “abbe"—which were so
successful in the beginning of the
season, paved the way for these
shapes, and the chances are the fad
is not a passing one and that we shall
see this idea triumphing in spring mii-

 rather than reasonable.

linery. Let us be thankful

small hats.

The cloche (bellshaped) hats ﬂ
undoubtedly smart and have one sav-
ing grace stronger tham any other
mililnery virtue. They cover the m-—
head in such B way as to make the
wearer look mnuldaubl: younger
than her years. Not even the eyes-
brows are left upcovered, and a por-
jecting mist of flufly hair helps along
the good cause in many instances,

Never has a season brought a
greater number of new conceits In
millinery. New collapsible hats, new
shapes, new materials or those ‘with
which we are famillar used in new
ways. But these Innovations are
charming. No one will quarrel with
the prior's cap of velvet with floral
motif and tassel in gold. The original

from Reboux was made In a deep .

rich tone of “prelat” velvet. It is &
beautiful piece of workmanship. The
seams are joined by plpings of satin
and it Is very becoming When you
add to this the fact that it may be
folded up, as flat as a folding box, and
tucked away In a hand bag or laid on
the bottom of a trunk tray, ynu can
see that we are progressing to new
conditions in the matter of headwesar.
JULIA BOTTOMLEY.

The Wedding Veil.

From time to time attempts are
made to banlsh or supersede the wed-
ding vell, but, in spite of all objee-
tions, It still persists in the favor of
the bride, who is apt to be sentimental
The way of

' wearing it, however, has been largely
 changed; many brides now wear the

vell as a sort of cap, not falling over

' the fact at all, but fastened back with

a clrclet of flowers. In front it reach-
es only to the knees but in the back
to well below the ankles,

Tulle, except for those who have
rare and beautiful old lace, is sncceed.
Ing lace In favor; perhaps bectuse
there is no danger of having part of
the deslgn ornament one's nose or
eye! A soft tulle vell, properly draped,
fastened by Invisible pearl-headed
pins and falllng over a coronet of
jewels or of blossoms, Is as pretiy a
sight as any wedding guest could hope
to see.

For Second Mourning.

Molgskin 1s one of the furs worn
for second mourning. Hats of this
fur are trimmed with violet plumage
and are exquisite in tone. Moleskin
bags for second mourning have gun-
metal frames which are almost ex-
actly of the same shade as the fur.

SECHET OF THE BURLAP RUG

Puckering Can Ba Avoided by Work-
ing Stitches Loosely—Pretty Ef-
fects Possible.

“Handsomer than hooked, crocheted
pr woven rugs!” This was the excla-
mation that sent the eyes of all the
club to Mrs. Brown's new burlap rug.
And It really was a beauty.

“It was really very easy,” sald lit-
tle Mrs. Brown, with a pretty blush;
“l just cut out a square of blue bur-
lap the size | wanted, and then | drew
on it with crayon a close design of
scrolls and spirals. Then 1 threaded
a tape needle—a carpet needle will do
or & matiress one—with rag fugs in
two shades of blue. These strips I
| cut half inch wide and not too long,
s§0 that they should not get twisted.
Across the width of the rug I sewed
these just as close together as possl
| ble.  And that was all there was to
13 4od

“Won't the burlap pucker?' asked
anxious Mrs, Green.

“Oh, no,” sald Mrs. Brown. “not if
vou are careful to work your stitches
loosely, That is the secret of success
in the making of burlap rug.”

And that she had mastered her se-
cret we all agreed.

Japanese Red Gowns.

The touch of scarlet or red is a dom-
inant novelty In the winter frocks.
But if one is to attain smartness one
must be careful in choosing the shade
of red that is to be used. The correct
tone Is called Japanese red, and Is the
red used in Japanese embroideries. It
Is seen In several shades In the brick
tones.

This red Is merely used as a touch,
in pipings, or in a single flower on
gowns and muffs and stoles. But a
daring use of it wes made in an eve
ning gown which achieved success by

two vellings of Japanese red belng
used, the darker shade over the light-
er one.

Home-Made Trimmings.

All the beautiful orfental trimmings
&0 fashionable nowadays are ruinous-
| 1y expensive, but there is hope still
for the Impoverished. Buy a few
inches of the trimming desired and
use it as a pattern to make your own,
Brald the bands in soutache, then In
the center of the flower design sew
glass jewels. Through the patiern
make small French knots of gold
thread. The effect is lovely—and
sheap.

WASHING PUFFS IN BENZINE

Simple Precautions Which at Least
Can Do No Possible Harm,
If Observed.

The elaborate false coiffure of the
modern woman has caused much anx-
fety, and many learned opinions have
been forthcoming as to its danger. We
are told that not only is the wearing
of false hair destruction to the health
of the natural hair, but that it Is also a
medium for the eonveyance of dire dis-
E/BES,

Hideous things are told of “rats™
and their origin, of Chinamen and
thelr pigtails, until one loathes the
sight of a pompadour. Yet for truth's
sake we must take all this hysteria
about false hair with more than =
grain of salt,

The best halrdressers will tell you
that the lovely rows of empire puffs
and Grecian curls, of braids and
fringes, of transformations and twists,
are &s hyglenic as they are charming.
The explanation that collectors are en-
gaged In various parts of Europe to
obtaln these luxuriant tresses from
women who are more in zeed of money
than of hair has the halimark of truth.
It Is a far cry to Canton and the
Chinaman's pigtail, while the luxuriant
peasant tresses of Europe are close at
hand.

But the woman whose doubts do not
prevent her craving curls and clusters
may reassure herself by giving them &
benzine bath before using, thus pre-
paring them to rest side by slde with
her own healthy, though seanty locks,

without fiving too fiercely in the face -

of hygienic principles.

Sewing Heavy Linen.

Heavy fabrics, linen especlally, are
very hard to sew even when they are
new. Any one who has done much
hemming of napkins, towels and
tablecloths does not need to be told
this. This stiffness may be overcome
and the work made much easier by
keeping at your side a glass of warm
water and dipping your fingers into it
ns you work. The linen is then soft-
ened.

To Brighten Ola Gilt.

0ld gllt, such as the gilded frames
of chairs or old picture frames and
mirrors, If they do not require regild-
ing entirely, may be brightened by
using an excellent mixture of three
ounces of white of egg and an ounce
of chloride of potash or soda. This
should be painted over the surface
with & feather or a water-color paint
brush.

for it means & greatsr mhuryi
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